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Abstract:

This paper is a sequel to“Exploring the Reasons behind the Underutilization of
Livestock Byproducts: from the Perspective of the History of Japanese Meat-eating
culture,’published last year, and discusses the history of meat culture from the Meiji
period to the present day. First, while the ban on eating meat was abolished in 1869,
the demand for meat experienced great fluctuations until World War II. It also seems
that organ meat had been eaten by both the upper class and the poor. In addition, as
animal blood and organ meat began to be used as herbal medicine for pulmonary
tuberculosis and beriberi, the medical license system was introduced in the Meiji
period, and herbal medicine doctors were no longer recognized as doctors, which led
to the decline of herbal medicine in Japan. In the postwar period, the demand for
meat increased rapidly with the rapid economic growth, but the target was dressed
meat, and much of the organ meat and blood was discarded at slaughterhouses. When
the edible and inedible parts of cows and pigs were examined at five points in time
from 1941 to 2020, it was found that some parts, such as the gallbladder, that had
been designated as edible parts were no longer designated as edible parts. In the
1990s, due to the 0157 food poisoning incident and the BSE disaster, the brain and
spinal cord were designated as specific risk parts, especially in the latter case, and

there was a temporary backlash against the use of meat by-products.



