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Abstract

Eel resources have been depleting in recent years. If eels become extinct, one of
Japan’s food cultures would be lost. To effectively promote and develop the
preservation of eel food culture, it is important to capture the characteristics of
consumers and regions that may have a bequest value. Since food culture is brought
by local climate and culture, it is possible to search for common factors involved in
establishing eel eating culture by understanding the regions where consumption
habits are forming. These factors will lead to useful information in determining the
value of eel bequests. To clarify the above objectively, we estimated a hierarchical
Bayesian Tobit model that can consider regional consumption fluctuations. As a
result, the summer season and elderly and high-income earners are factors that
increase consumption. On the other hand, high eel prices were founding to reduce
consumption. Furthermore, it was revealed that consumption is high in the Kinki and

Tokai region, while it is low in the Hokkaido and Tohoku regions.



