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The History of the Department of Food Business

-A department with an 80-year legacy that has been working toward its mission of "Making people happy through food™-

In 2021, our Department (formerly known as the Department of Agricultural Economics, the Department of Food Economics,
and now the Department of Food Business) celebrated its 78th anniversary and has produced over 10,000 professionals from Japan
and overseas, primarily in the field of food-based business. We have the longest history in this field of any research or educational
institution. The Department’s two name changes represent its foresight and the innovative direction it has adopted.

The Department of Agricultural Economics Era: 1943-1968

The Agricultural Economics era, which lasted for 25 years, focused on theoretical and practical research as well as education
about the economics of agriculture management, with the aim of cultivating leadership professionals in the agricultural industry,
while at the same time overcoming the postwar shortage of goods and other issues surrounding food. Field-focused empirical
research and a system of small seminar groups have been part of the Department’s tradition since that time. The Department of
Agricultural Economics was also the first graduate school established in our faculty. In addition, the establishment of a two-course
system, which offers specialties in both Agricultural Economics and Agricultural Cooperatives, with an eye to fostering the
management leaders of agricultural cooperatives that contributed to the development of agriculture after World War II, could be
considered as the major distinguishing feature of Agricultural Economics at Nihon University.

The Department of Food Economics Era: 1968-2010

The era of the Department of Food Economics, which lasted for 42 years, began during the period of rapid economic growth
following World War II. Coming just after the holding of the Tokyo Olympics in 1964, at that time, many processed foods and
frozen foods were developed, the food service industry was on the rise, and there were many changes in socio-economics and
people’s lifestyles. We believed that the conventional academic system of agricultural economics, which was centered on
agricultural production, could not respond to this new era. Therefore, for the first time in Japan, we changed the Department’s
name to the Department of Food Economics with the aim of establishing an academic system and a system for research and
education about food economics that covers everything from production to processing, distribution, sales, and consumption. When
we changed the name from the Department of Agricultural Economics to the Department of Food Economics, opinions were
received from some individuals, however, looking back on our history, we are highly praised for having a great degree of
foresight. As a result, the heirs of food companies from all around the country began enrolling in our university. The Nihon
University's Research Association of Food Industry, which was set up in the department of food economics, devised the concept
of "Food System Science,” which has laid the foundation for the Food System Research Association of Japan, an academic body
that involves collaboration between the industry, government, and academia. In addition, the Employment Advisory Council,
which was initiated with the support of the Department’s Alumni Association, has served as the foundation for the proud and
strong job-hunting tradition of this department, and has become a model for the current “Faculty Employment Seminars.” In
addition, special lectures by top-flight managers have become the jewel in the crown of the Department, offering an opportunity
to directly engage with the cutting edge of the food business. In 2002, we hosted the Sayonara Sancha Festival, after fully
relocating from our Tokyo Campus (Shimoma, Setagaya Ward) to the Shonan Campus (Kameino, Fujisawa City) in order to
enhance our research and education environment.

The Department of Food Business : 2010-Present

In this era, we have come to emphasize the development of sustainable lifestyles from an economic model of mass production,
mass consumption, and mass disposal. Food trends have also changed dramatically, and along with the progression of the
movement toward simplification, food systems that create delicious and healthy diets have begun to be questioned in terms of
the values of safety and peace of mind. In order to quickly respond to the said changing environment and diversifying needs while
also being based on a system of social science research and education that has continued since the era of Agricultural Economics
and Food Economics, we changed the name of the Department to the Department of Food Business with the introduction of new
food science laboratories and relevant subjects. In line with our philosophy of "Wanting to make people happy through food," we
have established a cutting-edge research and education system based on the three pillars of "Food Resources and the
Environment," "the Food Industry,' and "Food Culture and Food Science," with the objective of shaping "professionals who
produce food." In 2018, we celebrated the 75th anniversary of our Department and the 70th anniversary of the Alumni Association,
and 2020 marked the 10th anniversary of changing our name to the Department of Food Business.

(Produced by: The Committee for the Execution of Events to Commemorate the 75th Anniversary of the Department and the 70th anniversary of the Alumni Association
Donation: Department Alumni Association)
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