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Byproducts: from the Perspective of the History of Japanese
Meat-eating Culture
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Abstract:

This paper examines historical background of peculiar meat-eating culture less
using animal organs or blood, based on Japanese and Chinese documents and
materials. In ancient Japan, hunting was deeply rooted in people's lives, but after the
meat-eating ban in the Asuka period, various laws were enacted, and along with the
culture of avoiding impurity, the avoidance of meat-eating spread and such an order
lasted until the end of the Edo period. In addition, in response to such laws and
cultures of banning meat-eating in Japan, herbalism, which originally utilized animal-
based herbal medicines in China, evolved into Japanese herbal medicine, which was
mainly based on plants. On the other hand, limited meat-eating was practiced in the
name of medicinal hunting. In addition, for producing leather for weapons, organizations
for the processing of cattle and horses were established, and the authority to
manufacture and sell herbal medicines and meat was given to such organizations, and
they hand up them to‘samurai'families and nobles. Unlike the main islands of Japan
where this culture of avoiding meat took root, in the islands around Okinawa
Prefecture, pork and goat meat dishes were developed by the former Ryukyu
Kingdom to entertain envoys from China. This led to the development of a meat-

eating culture that uses organ meat and animal blood.



